
Hon. H. L. Sheldon Crowned 
Friends of the Anti-Saloon League in Illinois will 

be pained to hear of the death of Harvey Lewellyn 
Sheldon. Mr. Sheldon died Friday, January 22, at 

Pasadena, California. Death came as the result of an 

operation made necessary by pernicious anemia, from 
which he had suffered for the past four years. His 
wife submitted to the transfusion of blood in a vain 
attempt to save his life- 

To Mr. Sheldon in large degree must go the credit 
for the enactment of the township local option law of 

Illinois, under which law some twenty-five hundred 
saloons have been put out of business. He was chair- 
man of the house judiciary committee of the general 
assembly which gave the state township option, and 
in that same general assembly acted as door leader of 
the house for the drys. Later he became attorney for 
the Illinois Anti-Saloon League. The duties of this 
office carried him from one end of the state to the 
•other and he became personally known to hundreds 
of our dry leaders. He was an unusually effective 

speaker and did valiant service for the League in po- 
litical campaigns as well as in the regular presenta- 
tion of the cause in the churches. 

» He was called from the service of the Illinois 
Anti-Saloon League to become state superintendent of 
Oklahoma. His work was so successfully done in that 
state that he was sent to Oregon to become leader of 
the League forces there. Governor Oswald West 

gave Mr. Sheldon credit for the enactment of his (the 
• governor’s) own program, of moral welfare legislation. 

All his life long Mr. Sheldon was an enemy of the 
saloon. Before going to the state of Illinois he was 

a member of the legislature of South Dakota and suc- 

cessfully defended the state Prohibition law before 
that body and prevented its repeal, llis success in 

securing dry legislation was not alone due to his splen- 
did ability but in large measure was the result of his 
wonderful tact and capacity for making and holding 
friends. It is probably safe to say that there has never 

been an aggressive temperance man in the Illinois leg- 
islature who had fewer enemies than Harvey L. 
Sheldon. 

He leaves a wife and fourteen-year-old daughter 
and one brother, all residing at Pasadena, California. 
To them the Anti-Saloon friends of Illinois extend 
their sincerest sympathy. 

Paupers and Criminals Increase in Chicago 
The liquor interests deny that the saloon is a 

prolific source of crime and poverty, but it is a signi- 
ficant fact that wherever the sale of liquor increases, 
crime and poverty increase and wherever the sale of 

liquor is effectually prohibited, as in Russia at the 

present time for example, crime and poverty greatly 
decrease. 

A striking illustration of this truth is the fact that 
while the brewers are boasting of the increased con- 

sumption of beer in Chicago during the past year, the 

report of the municipal court and of the board of 

county commissioners show that both crime and pov- 

erty have greatly increased in the city during the past 
year. Here is the latest table published by the clerk 
of the criminal branch of the municipal court: 

1912 1913 1914 
Murder 87 103 120 

Burglary .1,151 1,320 1,856 
Robbery .1,015 1,178 1,35° 
Assaults with deadly weapons.1,327 1,458 1,748 
Petty larceny .2,824 2,938 4>°45 
Receiving stolen property 167 202 342 

The annual report of the board of county com- 

missioners just out, states that during the current year, 
partial or complete support was given at public ex- 

pense to 250,000 residents of Cook county and the 
United Charities reports that applications for aid were 

received by it during the last fiscal year from more 

than 20,000 families, an increase of 12,000 families 
over last year. 

Just what proportion of this destitution was caus- 

ed by drink, it is of course impossible to state accur- 

ately, but among the causes assigned by the United 

Charities, intemperance ranks with unemployment 
and sickness as the chief. There is, moreover, abun- 
dant evidence that much of the unemployment and 
the sickness also is due to intemperance. 

Equally Prejudiced 
The case was hotly contested in municipal court 

between a brewer and a saloonkeeper as to ownership 
of a saloon license. “What is your name and busi- 
ness?” asked the lawyer of the venireman to ascertain 
his fitness. “Edward P. Gates, and Pm field secretary 
of the Illinois Christian Endeavor Union,” was reply. 
“You’ll do,” said the lawyer. “You are equally pre- 

judiced against both parties.” 


